
                     Otterburn Parish Council
Meeting of the Parish Council held on 6 March, 2018

Between 7.30pm and 8.40pm at Otterburn Memorial Hall
MINUTES

Present
Andrew Shone – Chair, Cllrs Jenny Tinlin, Joanne Nicols, and Steven Farrell
In Attendance
Martin Chilvers – Clerk, Neil Easton (NCC),  James Robinson (Hexham Courant) & 12 parishioners 

1. Apologies for absence – There were apologies from Melissa Cowens. 
2. Declarations of interest – There were none declared.   
3. Minutes of the last Ordinary meeting – The minutes of the previous Ordinary meeting having been 

circulated, were accepted as a true record and signed by the Chair

4. Public Question Time – a) Cllr Riddle Was unable to attend the meeting. 
b) Neil Easton (Senior Policy Officer, NCC) – 808 bus service: The Chair welcomed Mr Easton back 
after attending the last meeting. Mr Easton advised that having gone out to tender for the 808 service four 
quotes were received. Two were seeking a very high price. Two were more reasonable and the chosen one, 
Phoenix Taxis, based in Blyth, has newer (22 seat) coaches to use on the service. Mr Easton advised the daily 
cost to NCC for the service has increased from £75 to £120. The service will depart from Otterburn five 
minutes earlier than current service at 07:00 but otherwise the timetable is exactly the same as the current 
service, including Saturdays.      
Mr Easton advised the new service will commence from 19 March, 2018. The fares would be increasing with 
a single fare from £3.80 to £4.50 and a return from £6.50 to £7.60. However it is believed there will be 
weekly tickets and reductions for youngsters and students. The service will be going in and out of St Thomas 
St. Mr Easton advised that Elsdon Sq is operating at capacity but agreed to look into the matter when advised
that Eldon Sq would likely increase passenger numbers on the return trip. Mr Easton asked for patience if 
everything does not go to plan to begin with the new service but he would welcome any feedback.
It was questioned as to whether the service could call at Rochester and Byrness as well as Elsdon on the 
morning trip. Mr Easton advised at the moment no but if a definite and good number of passengers would 
use the service from these locations then it is something that may be introduced at a later date. Mr Easton left
at 7.50

5. Matters arising
a) item 5a: Ray Wind update:  The Clerk confirmed the Community Foundation element of the funding was 
now complete and ready to accept applications for charitable concerns. The first deadline date for 
applications is 16 April, 2018. 
b) item 5b: Dog mess problem in the village: The Clerk advised that the continued poor weather meant the stencil 
had not as yet been sprayed in the previously identified ‘hot-spots’. Cllr Farrell advised he would check the 
dog poo bag dispenser at the Mill to see if this can be replicated to use across the village. 
c) item 5c: Parish Council vacancy: The Chair advised he may know someone willing to be co-opted on to the 
Parish Council. It was agreed by the other Councillors for him to approach this person to check interest. 
d) item 8d: Grass cutting quote: The Clerk advised that it had been agreed by Councillors last year to agree a two 
year contract for the grass cutting and that this was the second year.  However due to increasing costs Mr 
Mowatt has advised he needs to raise costs from £45.00 for all three areas to £50.00. The single cut of the 
Play Area would increase from £20.00 to £22.00. The Councillors were in agreement to the rise although did 
ask that the fortnightly cuts were maintained to prevent too much grass cuttings and asked that where 
possible the grass was dry when cut. 
e) item 8f: Help for unemployed people n Redesdale Area: The Clerk advised that this service had been extended to 
include a drop-in centre at the RTC Centre on Tuesday’s between 12:30 – 14:30.

6. Finance
 a) Clerk’s salary and expenses for February, 2018: The Clerk’s claim for salary & expenses was agreed. 
b) Parish Council budget review: The Clerk provided a summary of the budget position and known / estimated 
spend for the forthcoming financial year.  
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c) Payment of invoice for ‘Handy-man’ re repairs to Willow Green notice board: The payment for £99.36 was agreed by 
all Councillors. This was approximately £4.00 under quote. 
d) Payment for defibrillator replacement pads: The payment was agreed for the defibrillator at the Memorial Hall 
although the Clerk advised the invoice had not as yet been received.
e) Payment for the ‘Handy-man’ to clear pavements in poor weather: The Clerk advised that the ‘handy-man’ had 
volunteered his time on this occasion and that there was no charge. 

7. Planning 
a) There were no planning applications to consider this month.  
    
8. New Business
a) Post 16 Transport Consultation: The Councillors agreed that in principle the proposal was good. There was 
concern as to what would be considered as in ‘catchment area’ as it was suggested almost half of the 
Otterburn children went to Ponteland schools. It was agreement Ponteland should be included for free travel.
b) West of Northumberland schools consultation: The Councillors felt there may be no future for Hayden Bridge 
High School (HBHS) as its reputation had suffered badly in the recent years. It was believed the second 
option was the best but the Councillors had reservations on the impact of local children.  Whilst it appeared 
Otterburn School would remain open, concern was raised that the journey times for some children would be 
quite lengthy. It was highlighted that many parents sent their children to Ponteland schools as the journey 
time was shorter than to Hexham or HBHS and since the boarding option was removed this has increased. 
The Clerk advised he had also received and shared the consultation from Hadrian Learning Trust a couple of 
days before. It was agreed to the Councillors would review before considering a response.   
c) Parish Plan: The Chair suggested that this is perhaps something the Parish Council should explore. It was 
agreed for him to do some research and report back to the Councillors.
d) Annual Otterburn litter tidy up: After discussion is was agreed to try a Sunday afternoon for this year. 15 April 
meeting outside the Memorial Hall at 2.00pm was agreed.
e) Blocked drains along main road: The Clerk advised he had been in touch with NCC for these to be cleared.
f) Millennium Green development: The previously agreed suggestions for the green were discussed. Cllr Farrell 
agreed to arrange to obtain quotes for work on the paths and a shelter for discussion at the next meeting.
g) Millennium Green ‘Breathing Spaces’ sign: It was agreed to accept the quote to have the sign repaired.
h) Getabout volunteer driver scheme in Rede Valley: The Clerk shared details of the scheme
i) Review of the Definitive Map – Byway open to all traffic proposal: The Clerk provided details and it was agreed he 
would email these for the Councillors to consider the matter.
j) Free car parking at Kielder Water & Forest Park: The Clerk shared the details of the scheme that he advised 
were also on the Parish Council website.  

9. Any other business / Matters for discussion at the next meeting of the Parish Council
a) Cllr Nicols highlighted that the 30mph sign at the Rochester end of the village was covered by 
undergrowth and difficult for drivers to see. It was agreed the Clerk would approach NCC for the 
undergrowth to be cut back.   
b) There was a question as to what the latest position was regarding Northumbria Water plans for the 
replacement water treatment works. It was agreed the Clerk would seek an update. 
c) Cllr Tinlin asked what the latest was regarding the previously discussed interactive sign proposed for the 
Memorial Hall. It was agreed the Clerk would check.
d) The Clerk advised he had received a letter from NCC Planning advising that Otterburn Mill had 
withdrawn the planning application for the Wild Bird Centre relocation to the Mill.
e) Susan Chapman asked as Chair of neighbouring Rochester with Byrness Parish Council that all 
neighbouring parishes share news and details of topics that impact on the whole Redesdale.
f) Cllr Farrell suggested that perhaps future meetings could start at 7.00pm instead of 7.30pm. However Cllrs 
Tinlin and Nicols both advised they would not be able to make an earlier time and it was agreed to keep the 
current starting time.

10. Date, time and place of next meeting: The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held at 7.30pm 
on Tuesday 3 April, 2018 at the Otterburn Memorial Hall.   Meeting closed 8.40pm                                         

Chairman: …..                                            Page 2 of 2

C:\Users\Martin\Documents\Parish Council\Minutes\2017-18\Mins 06032018 March.doc


